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EXAMPLE: 

Direct speech Reported speech 

He says, "I work every day." He says that he works every day. 

She says, "I am a big girl." She says that she is a big girl. 

Bonnie says, "I have a question." Bonnie says that she has a question. 
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All the other tenses follow a similar change in indirect speech. Here is an example for all the 
main tenses: 
 
 

DBA 
Redacta mensajes orales o escritos claros y bien estructurados, teniendo en 
cuenta el contexto en el que se producen. 

LOGRO 
Genera información haciendo uso del habla directa e indirecta del reported 
speech sobre temas que son familiares, de interés personal o pertinentes para la 
vida cotidiana ( familia, pasatiempos, trabajo, viajes y eventos actuales). 

COMPETENCIA 
Utiliza la lengua extranjera de manera oral y escrita y a su vez interpreta, 
comprende y aplica el habla directa e indirecta del reported speech en diferentes 
contextos. 

OBJETIVO 
Diferencia entre el habla directa e indirecta del reporter speech y lo aplica en 
situaciones cotidianas de manera oral y escrita. 

CONCEPTO 
comunicación, comunidad, 
interés. 

EJE Ciudadano ambiental activo 

TEMA 
Reporting what someone said, 
asked, or requested 

FECHA DE 
PUBLICACION 

04 de Mayo 2020 

TIEMPO DE TRABAJO 2 SEMANAS FECHA DE ENTREGA  15 de Mayo 2020 

Direct Speech 

When we want to describe what someone said, one option is to use direct speech. We use direct speech when 

we simply repeat what someone says, putting the phrase between speech marks. 

Indirect Speech 

When we want to report what someone said without speech marks and without necessarily using exactly the 

same words, we can use indirect speech (also called reported speech). 

 

 

Amor a María: Toda la vida de María está llena de una profunda sencillez. Era la Madre del Hijo de Dios 

y llevó a cabo esa tarea con gran naturalidad. En ningún momento de su vida buscó privilegios 

especiales, prefería pasar inadvertida, como una más entre las mujeres de su pueblo. 
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am / is / are changes to was / were 
“I am fine.”    She said that she was fine. 
present simple changes to past simple 
“I like it.”   He said he liked it. 
present continuous changes to past continuous 
“She’s sleeping.”   He said that she was sleeping. 
Will changes to Would 
“I’ll be there.”    You said that you’d be there. 
Can changes to Could 
“I can come to the meeting.”    You said that you could come to the meeting. 
past simple changes to past perfect 
“I did the shopping.”   Tom said that he had done the shopping. 
present perfect changes to past perfect 
“I’ve read that book.”   I told him that I’d read the book. 
past continuous changes to past perfect continuous 
“She was walking home alone.”    He said that she had been walking home alone. 
present perfect continuous changes to past perfect continuous 
“I’ve been working,”    I told him that I’d been working. 

 
He says, "I have the package." 

 
   
 

 
 
Reported speech (also called indirect speech) means to say what someone else say 
without actually quoting them. Meaning, you don't necessarily use their own words. 
 
You don't use quotation marks with reported speech.  
 
I have the package.  
 
He says he has the package 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

DOCENTE Yenifer Marcela Cogollo Villalba ÁREA Inglés 

E-MAIL ycogollov@fmsnor.org GRADO Décimo  

 

GUIA DE ESTUDIO – REPORTING WHAT SOMEONE SAID, ASKED, OR REQUESTED//ELABORO: Y.M.C.V//Página 3 de 8 

 

I.E CHAMPAGNAT PINARES DE ORIENTE 

“CHAMPAGNAT APRENDE EN CASA” 

 

 

 

 

Reporting verbs 
To report what someone said we usually use verbs such as: 
Say, tell, ask, explain, request, etc. 
 
For example: 

• She says we should go. 

• They told us to bring our stuff. 

•  He asked them the time. 

•  I explained the rules to her. 

 
The word THAT 
 
The word THAT can be used after reporting verbs to begin the statement. But remember – it 
is optional. 
 
You can use it or leave it out, as you prefer. 
 

• She says they are full = She says that they are full 

• I told them we could help = I told them that we could help 

• I suggest we start = I suggest that we start 

How to report 

When you quote what someone else has said (direct speech) it's very simple: nothing changes 

and you put the statement between quotation marks. 

But when you report a statement (tell it in your own words), there are obviously some 

necessary changes. 

Reported speech – changes 

Pronouns 

If there are any pronouns present, you may have to change them. 

Examples for when and how to change pronouns: 

Direct speech Reported speech 

She says, "I like ice cream." She says she likes ice cream. 

They say, "You are right." They say we are right. 

He says, "My name is Gary." He says his name is Gary. 

  

https://www.really-learn-english.com/learn-english-verbs.html
https://www.really-learn-english.com/english-pronouns.html
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Third person singular verbs 

Verbs in the third person singular form usually get an S at the end: 

I cook => He cooks 

We talk => She talks 

You have => It has 

I am => He is 

So when reporting speech we must apply this rule. 

Examples for when and how to change verbs: 
 

Direct speech Reported speech 

He says, "I work every day." He says he works every day. 

She says, "I am a big girl." She says she is a big girl. 

Bonnie says, "I have a question." Bonnie says she has a question. 

 
Place and time expressions 
In many cases, when you report someone's speech you are in a different place, and almost always 
in different point of time (we usually report in the present what someone told us before, in the 
past). 
 
So we need to change the place and time expressions accordingly. 
 
Examples for when and how to change place and time expressions: 
 

Direct speech Reported speech 

She said, "I work here." She said she worked there. 

They said, "We are eating now." They said they were eating then. 

You said, "She sings today." You said she sang that day. 

He said, "I will come tomorrow." 
He said he would come the 

following day. 

 
A list of common place and time expressions 

This That 

These Those 

Here There 

Now then / at the time 

Today that day / yesterday 

Yesterday the day before / the previous day 

a week ago / last week a week before / the previous week 

https://www.really-learn-english.com/spelling-rules-add-s-verb.html
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last month the month before / the previous month 

next year the following year 

in three years three years from then 

 

EXPLANATION WORK GUIDE 

1.  This set of multiple choice questions and answers focuses on “Conversion of Direct Speech 
to Indirect. Tick the correct option. 
 

• Convert the following direct speech to indirect : 
She said, “My mother is cooking food.” 
 
✓ a) She said that her mother was cooking food. 
b) She said that my mother was cooking food. 
c) She said that her mother is cooking food. 
d) She said that my mother is cooking food. 
 
2. Remember the changes of the tenses in indirect speech and write the correct letter on the 
line. 

• Charles “I like fruits” 

Jane: “Charles said (that) he a.  liked fruits”. 

a. Liked 
b. Like 
c. Liking  

3. Complete the blanks with the appropriated word.  

 
a) Sharon said: Terminator is the worst movie I have ever seen. 
 
Sharon said that Terminator was the worst movie she had ever seen. 
 
 
4. Write these phrases to indirect form. 
 
a) “She is studying science in this moment”, Brat said.    Brat said that she was studying 
science in that moment. 
 
5. Interview one person at home. Write the interviewee’s name and make notes about her/his 

answers in the following chart (use reported speech)  
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6. read the following new and report its message in written form. (use reported speech) 

 Colombia Declares Health Emergency to Tackle Coronavirus 

  Colombia on Thursday declared a health emergency to contain an outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus, suspending public events with more than 500 people - including the football league - 
and preventing cruise ships from docking at its ports. 

Health authorities in the Andean country have so far reported nine cases of COVID-19, a 
pandemic that has infected more than 121,600 people around the world and killed more than 
4,600, according to a Reuters tally of government announcements. 

                                                                                            Copyright 2020 Thomson Reuters. 

EXAMPLE: Thomson Reuters told that COLOMBIA DECLARED HEALTH EMERGENCY TO TACKLE 
CORONAVIRUS. 

Colombia on Thursday has declared a health emergency to contain an outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus. It was suspending public events with more than 500 people- including the football 
league and it was preventing cruise ships from docking at its ports. 

Health authorities in the Andean country had so far reported nine cases of COVID-19, a pandemic 
that had infected more than 121,600 people around the world and had killed more than 4,600, 
according to a Reuters tally of government announcements. 

7. Write down 7 lines of information you hear in the video  (use reported speech). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kI2ucw7hP34 

Nicole Kidman said that she was doing an invitation to the land down under for a rapid-fire 
round of 73 Questions. During a tour of her rustic farm and home, the Oscar-winning actress 
revealed that she thought of country music, the biggest shock of her life, why an otter was her 
spirit animal, and what had happened when she had surprised husband Keith Urban with a ’67 
Mustang. 

 

QUESTIONS Mary 

1. What kind of food do you like to prepare? Mary said that she liked to prepare junk 
food. 

2. What is your favorite fruit?  

3. How often do you practice any sport?  

4. How do you go to work?  

5. What time did you wake up today?  

6. What´s your favorite t.v programme?  

7. What brand of cell phone do you have?  

8. What did you do last Sunday?  

9. What language can you speak?  

10. Where did you go on your last vacation?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kI2ucw7hP34
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8.Choose 10 questions from the boardgame below and create yours, then play it with 

some members of your family and when you finish to play it, report theirs answers. (use 

reported speech) RECORD THIS ACTIVITY AND SEND IT. 

 
 Click: https://co.pinterest.com/pin/518265869602865219/ 

NOTE: Make a short introduction of the activity, say your name and your relative´s names, grade, 

board game´s name and explain how you will play it. 

https://co.pinterest.com/pin/518265869602865219/
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EXAMPLE: My name is Marcela Cogollo from  10-2 grade. 

My relative´s names are: Juanito Perez and Pepito Gomez and today let´s play REPORTED SPEECH 

BOARDGAME.  

INSTRUCTIONS 

•            we need a die to start the game and our reported speech boardgame. 

• we are 2, 3,4, 5, participants. 

• the idea of this game is to take turns to throw the die and depending on the number that 

the die marks, the participant will advance and must read and answer the question aloud. 

 EXAMPLE: REPORTING THEIR ANSWERS 

Juanito perez said that he liked going to the cinema, he told that he liked listening to music too. 

He was telling that he had been living in Villavicencio for25 years………………………. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We invite you to make the following thinking routine, keep in mind the information given above. 
(It is not necessary to print this image, you can make the diagram on a sheet and solve it, to 
attach it to the workshop that you will send to your teacher. 
 
 
THINKING ROUTINE: THINK/ PROBLEMATIC/EXPLORE 

 
    
 

1. What do you think that you know about this topic? 
2. What questions do you have about REPORTED SPEECH? 
3. Why would you like to explore about this topic? 

RECUERDA SI TIENES ACCESO A INTERNET EN ESTOS SITIOS PUEDES COMPLEMENTAR TU CONOCIMIENTO: 
 
Reporting what someone said, asked, or requested 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyiKShhiNTU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyZfQd0s52Y 
Reported speech 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcxytsa8CbI 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaDYIx_cQYE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKrZolIWQPU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyiKShhiNTU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyiKShhiNTU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyZfQd0s52Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcxytsa8CbI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcxytsa8CbI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaDYIx_cQYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaDYIx_cQYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKrZolIWQPU

