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 GUIA DE ESTUDIO 02 

DBA  

• Escriba Intercambia opiniones sobre situaciones de interés personal, escolar o 
social. 

• Sostiene conversaciones espontáneas y sencillas acerca de temas que son de 
su conocimiento, interés personal o académico. 

 

LOGRO 
 Realiza de manera oral y escrita proposiciones, deducciones y consejos sobre asuntos 

familiares que se encuentran regularmente en trabajo, escuela y ocio.  

COMPETENCIA 
Estructuro mis textos teniendo en cuenta elementos formales del lenguaje como 

la puntuación, la ortografía, la sintaxis, la coherencia y la cohesión en la 

expresión oral y escrita de proposiciones, deducciones y consejos. 

OBJETIVO  Realiza deducciones en presente y pasado sobre asuntos que le son familiares. 

CONCEPTO  Lógica, identidad, contexto.  EJE   Conociendo mi entorno  

TEMA  

   

Modals of deduction (present-

past) 

 

FECHA DE 

PUBLICACIÓN. 

martes, 18 de agosto 

de 2020 

TIEMPO DE TRABAJO 2 Semanas  FECHA DE ENTREGA  viernes, 28 de agosto 

de 2020 

 

VALOR DE LA SEMANA: RESPETO 

María mostro respeto a Dios padre durante toda su vida 

incluso antes de recibir la noticia de levar a Jesús en su 

vientre, siempre respeto a Dios, pero no por miedo si no por 

fe.  Un respeto que demostraba cumpliendo sin dudar todo 

lo que estaba preparado para ella. 

María también fue siempre respetuosa con su hijo, Jesús, y 

con todo lo que hacía durante su vida pública.  Seguro que al 

principio no debía ser fácil para una madre de la época ver 

como su hijo abandonaba su vida normal acorde a lo que hacían los hijos de la época y dejaba su 

trabajo de carpintero para hacer cosas diferentes a las de los demás y decir cosas diferentes que a 



I.E. CHAMPAGNAT PINARES DE ORIENTE 

 

GUIA DE ESTUDIO – CHAMPAGNAT APRENDE EN CASA 

DOCENTE Yenifer Marcela Cogollo Villalba ÁREA Inglés 

E-MAIL ycogollov@fmsnor.org  GRADO Decimo  

 

GUIA DE ESTUDIO 02– Elaboró:-Y.M.C.V Página 2 de 9 
 

 

muchos les sonaba extrañas y al principio no comprendían bien. 
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GUIA DE ESTUDIO02 

TEMA  Modals of deduction (present-past) 

 

INTRODUCCIÓN 

 

We can use modal verbs to talk about how 

sure or unsure we are about something in 

the past just as we use modals in the 

present with a slight change in the form. 

He must be really happy about his 

promotion. (present deduction) 

He must have been very happy when he 

was told about his promotion. (past 

deduction) 

Modals of deduction (present) 

We can use MUST, MAY, MIGHT, COULD and CAN'T to express how sure we are about something happening 
In the present or the future. 
MUST 
 
We use must when we feel sure about something because there is some kind of evidence. 
She must study very hard because she gets really good marks.  
You have been working all day. You must be very tired. 
They must be rich because they have an incredible house and four cars.  
 
CAN'T 
 
We use can't when we feel sure somehing is not true. 
She can't study very hard because she gets really bad marks.  
You have been sleeping all day. You can't be tired. 
They can't be poor because they have an incredible house and four cars.  
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1 
MAY, MIGHT, COULD 
 
We use may, might and could when are not sure about something, but we think it is possible. 
 
She might go to the party tomorrow if you ask her.  
Peter could be at the library. He said he was going to go one of these days. 
They may win the match. They are quite good. 
 

Modals Deduction Past 
 

When we use a modal verb to talk about a situation where we are not expressing a fact but we are 

using deduction the form is MODAL + have + past participle (verb 3) 

Must have + past participle 

We use ‘must have + past participle’ when we are quite sure about something. 

 

• You must have been very pleased when you received the results of your exams. 

• He must have forgotten his phone at home again. He’s not answering. 

• I must have left my keys in the car. I can’t find them. 

Might have/may have/could have + past participle 

We use ‘might have/may have/could have + past participle’ when we are not sure about something 

but we think it was possible. 

 

• He was supposed to be here an hour ago but he could have been stuck in a traffic jam. 

• He may have said he was coming but I can’t really remember. I wasn’t listening. 

• I might have been here when I was a child but I can’t really remember. 

Can’t have + past participle 

We use ‘can’t have + past participle’ for things that we are sure did not happen in the past.  

 

• I can’t have left my phone at work. You phoned me when I was walking to my car. That’s it. It 

must be in the car. 

 
1 https://www.ecenglish.com/learnenglish/lessons/modals-deduction-past 

https://www.ecenglish.com/learnenglish/lessons/modals-deduction-past
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• You can’t have seen him this morning. He was with me all the time. 

• She can’t have liked the show. She hates musicals. 

LET’S PRACTICE 

Now put the correct modal in these sentences. 

• 1 - She ___ misunderstood my directions. Why else is she late? 
 

Can’t have 

must have 
 

• 2 - He ___ gone to the beach. He hates being in the sun. 
 

may have 

can't have 

 

PROFUNDIZACIÓN DE LOS CONTENIDOS. 

Modals – deductions about the past 

Do you know how to use modal verbs to show how certain you are about past events? 
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Look at these examples to see how must, might, may, could, can't and couldn't are used in the past. 

An earthquake? That must have been terrifying! 
We don't know for sure that Alex broke the coffee table. It might have been the dog. 
How did she fail that exam? She can't have studied very much.  

 

Try this exercise to test your grammar. 

• Why were there no buses yesterday? Maybe it was the snow or they _____ been on strike. 

Must have 
Might have 
Couldn’t have 

 

• You _____ seen her, surely! She was standing right in front of you. 

Must have 
Might have 



I.E. CHAMPAGNAT PINARES DE ORIENTE 

 

GUIA DE ESTUDIO – CHAMPAGNAT APRENDE EN CASA 

DOCENTE Yenifer Marcela Cogollo Villalba ÁREA Inglés 

E-MAIL ycogollov@fmsnor.org  GRADO Decimo  

 

GUIA DE ESTUDIO 02– Elaboró:-Y.M.C.V Página 7 de 9 
 

Can’t have 

Read the explanation to learn more. 

Grammar explanation 

We can use modal verbs for deduction – guessing if something is true using the available information. 
The modal verb we choose shows how certain we are about the possibility.  

Must have 

We use must have + past participle when we feel sure about what happened. 

Who told the newspapers about the prime minister's plans? It must have been someone close to him. 
The thief must have had a key. The door was locked and nothing was broken. 
Oh, good! We've got milk. Mo must have bought some yesterday. 

might have / may have 

We can use might have or may have + past participle when we think it's possible that something 
happened.  

I think I might have left the air conditioning on. Please can you check? 
Police think the suspect may have left the country using a fake passport. 

May have is more formal than might have. Could have is also possible in this context but less 
common. 

Can’t have / couldn't have  

We use can't have and couldn't have + past participle when we think it's not possible that 
something happened. 

She can't have driven there. Her car keys are still here. 
I thought I saw Adnan this morning but it couldn't have been him – he's in Greece this week. 

2 

LET´S PRACTICE 

Do this exercise to test your grammar again. 

 
2 https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/grammar/intermediate-to-upper-intermediate/modals-deductions-about-the-past 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/grammar/intermediate-to-upper-intermediate/modals-deductions-about-the-past
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• I can't remember my password! But I _____ written it in my notebook as sometimes I do that. 

Must have 
May have 
Couldn’t have 

 

• He wasn't answering the phone before. Maybe he went to the shop or he _____ been in the 
shower. 

Must have 
Might have 
Couldn’t have 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECUERDA SI TIENES ACCESO A INTERNET EN ESTOS SITIOS PUEDES COMPLEMENTAR TU CONOCIMIENTO: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C74fuUpjO9U 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FOuxPICcQo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1Lxrg6ceEg&t=4s 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C74fuUpjO9U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FOuxPICcQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1Lxrg6ceEg&t=4s
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Te invitamos a que realices el siguiente organizador gráfico o rutina de pensamiento, teniendo en 

cuenta la información dada anteriormente. (No es necesario imprimir esta imagen, se puede 

realizar el diagrama en una hoja y resolver, para anexar en el taller que enviara a su profesor) 

COMO PRIMER PUNTO DEL TALLER DE TRABAJO 

 

 


